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PHOENIX FM 

òNEWSFLASHó                                                                      
 

October/November 2009 Issue 14 

 

 

Vice-Presidents Report 
 

Greetings everyone. 

 As this issue of our newsletter is being circulated we are in the midst of applying for Phoenix FM to become a full-

time Community Radio broadcaster. This has required sustained effort (a dash of inspiration but predominantly 

perspiration!) from a number of very hard working and dedicated Committee members. To you all, please accept 

my sincere thanks. By the time the next following Newsflash appears we may well know what our future will bring 

and so be able to communicate to you all the outcome of this application. We know you all wish us well in our 

continuing endeavours to make Phoenix FM a permanent and truly accessible part of the Bendigo radio landscape. 

  

Fund-raising: 

 As Spring rolls on, the smell of barbecued sizzling sausages fills the air! Our hard-working volunteers group and 

Volunteer Co-ordinator Sam Harrison are planning fund-raising sensationally sizzling events quite possibly at a 

supermarket or hardware store near you! Your contribution and active participation in any or all of these special 

events is crucial and most welcome. 

  

Thank You: 

Thanks to Peter Sheahan, (speaking of fund-raising events) for an outstanding Sunday afternoon's country music 

entertainment as a Phoenix FM fund-raiser. A great time was had by all who attended. Dramatic as it may sound, 

the continuity of our true community access radio station hinges exactly on events such as these. To Peter, Evelyn, 

Anne, Bill, Floreena and Peter (Williams)  and all concerned in the success of this one, thank you. 

  

Outside Broadcast: 

 Wednesday Talk took to the streets (almost) on September 16th when we journeyed to Our place, High Street, 

Eaglehawk for a three-hour show crammed to the brim with special guests representing schools and the Eaglehawk 

community in general. Thanks to Phoenix FM technical guru Peter Williams, our sound was superb and the whole 

broadcast much appreciated by participants and listeners alike. Watch out, listen out, when next the outside 

broadcast team is on the move. Responding to community needs through outreach of this kind opens up many new 

community service opportunities as well as offering a very different form of information and entertainment beyond 

our usual studio setting. Sincere thanks to Rev. Tracey Wolsley, her fabulous volunteers and to all on our own team 

for the success of this one. 

  

Phoenix FM is changing, growing and developing. We exist to respond to the needs of you and your community. 

Keen to be on radio presenting your own particular programme? Tell us about it. Your support for, and 

involvement with, every aspect of our community radio station is welcome. 

  

 Sincere thanks, too, to all those people and businesses who have backed Phoenix FM with practical financial 

support and, by so doing, have offered us the opportunity, regularly and professionally, to support them. We 

welcome contact with all interested to join us as a Phoenix FM sponsor. 

  

 Geoff Morris  

Vice President Phoenix FM 

 

 



 Page 2 

Birthdays 

 

Phoenix FM wishes the following members a very happy birthday on their special day. 

 

Zac Harris 20 October   

Pam Drescher 5 November William Weatheritt  7
th
 November 

Damien Stevens 12 November  
 

 

Phoenix FM Meetings 
 

Volunteers Meetings are held on the third Wednesday evening of every second month.  The next meeting 

is on November 18 2009 @ 7.30pm.  Members will receive a reminder email before this date. 

 

Committee Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of each month.  The date for our AGM will be set 

within the next month or two ï just as soon as our books are back from the auditors. 

 

 

 

Phoenix FM Community Radio 

Spring 2009 Raffle 
 

We are currently running a raffle with the prizes being donated by the Star Cinema in Eaglehawk. 

The raffle will be drawn on air during Geoff Morris and Sam Harrisons program on 2
nd

 December 2009. 

 

Prizes are: 

 

1
st
 Prize HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 3 PACK  

  Backpack containing HSM 1 & 2 DVDs, HSM 3 Disco Ball, Watches, Talking 

  Photo Frame, Laptop Cover + LOTS MORE 

 

2
nd 

Prize BEDTIME STORIES PACK  

  Backpack containing Bedtime Stories Voice Recorder 

  Book Lamp, Bedtime Stories 3D Picture-Book + LOTS MORE 

 

3
rd

 Prize WALT DISNEY MOVIE MEMORABILIA PACK  

  Hamper Pack Containing Memorabilia from Bolt, Beverly Hills Chihuaha 

  Chronicles of Narnia, Yes Man + More 

 

Tickets are $1.00 each or 3 for $2.00 

Tickets are available in books of ten 

Please do your bit to support Phoenix FM and sell some tickets 

Contact Sam Harrison 

samualharrison@iprimus.com.au or 5446 9140 or 0437 630 758 

 

ALL PRIZES WERE DONATED BY THE STAR CINEMA EAGLEHAWK  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:samualharrison@iprimus.com.au
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Phoenix FMôs Recent Technical Problems 
 

For quite a few weeks our transmission was plagued by a background hiss.  Peter Williams spent 

countless hours trying to diagnose the problem and Phoenix FM spent around $2,000 on replacing 

equipment that may have been causing the problem ï all to no avail. 

 

The problem was eventually revealed as being due to another transmitter being left on whilst Phoenix FM 

was trying to broadcast on the 89.5FM frequency.  This transmitter was effectively broadcasting ñwhite 

noiseò which of cause led to the background hiss that we all put up with for weeks on end. 

 

The Australian Communications Media Authority (ACMA) is currently investigating this breach which 

can result in very severe penalties. 

 

Volunteer Co-ordinatorôs  Report 
 
Things are starting to heat up this month here at Phoenix.  We are in the process of organizing four sausage-sizzles 

over the next three months at Bunningôs Warehouse, IGA Long Gully and IGA Strath Village, We are looking for 

Volunteers to man the BBQôs at each site - email Sam on harro_sammy@hotmail.com if you can help. 

 

We are also running a Phoenix Fm Raffle starting early in October with over $250 worth of prizes thoughtfully 

donated to Phoenix by ñThe Star Cinema of Eaglehawkò  including two hiking backpacks, High School Musical 3 

Movie Merchandise; Laptop Case, HSM 1 DVD and HSM 2 DVD, HSM 3 Mini Basketball, HSM 3 Diary and lots 

more. Bedtime Stories Movie pop out book for kids, as well as Movie Merchandise from, Bolt, Chronicles Of 

Narnia, Yes Man, Wall-E and The Beverly Hills Chihuahua. Tickets are in the process of being printed after which 

volunteers wishing to buy or sell tickets should contact Sam Harrison on harro_sammy@hotmail.com. 

 

Yours in Community Radio 

 

Samual Harrison 

Volunteers Co-ordinator  

Phoenix Fm  

 

 

SPECIAL LIVE BROADCAST FROM ñOUR PLACEò 
 

Wednesday 16 September saw Phoenix complete a live broadcast from ñOur Place Community 

Assistance Centreò at 30 High Street Eaglehawk.  The day was an overwhelming success and we certainly 

had a whoôs who of the local community in that day for featured interviews.   Interviewees included: 

Our own Jenny Rainsford who has just returned from an extended overseas trip and whilst near 

Stonehenge she had morning tea with a group of ladies who had raised funds to assist Bendigo after the 

Black Saturday Fires, Cr. Peter Cox - City of Greater Bendigo Councillor also involved in Empowering 

Eaglehawk, and was founder of Recycling Yard & Manager of Future Employment Opportunities which manages 

ON Track, Mary Anne Rooney ï Principal Eaglehawk Primary School, Alex Slobodian who designed the Our 

Place Logo, Rev. Tracey Wolsley ï Community Chaplain and leader at Our Place, John Morton ï Assistant 

Principal Eaglehawk North Primary School, Rebecca from The Star Cinema, Eaglehawk, Kate Mutsaers, Bushfire 

Recovery Community Volunteer Officer, City of Greater Bendigo, Dianne Pearce ï Bendigo Bush Music Club, 

Bishop Andrew Curnow, Anglican Diocese of Bendigo, Eric Smith ï Captain, Eaglehawk Fire Brigade, Floreena 

Forbes, Michael McKern from Empowering Eaglehawk,  Sanjay from Eaglehawk Healthwise who was responsible 

for ñOur Placeò being able to obtain use of the beautiful premises (formerly OôBriens Pharmacy) in Eaglehawk, 

Richard Jones ï Bendigo Football.   There were also impromptu interviews with people who just happened to be 

there and participating in programs, people like Ivan who is part of the knitting group who are knitting for 

underprivileged babies in Africa (known as ñfish and chip babiesò as the poor little mites get sent home from 

hospital wrapped in newspaper). 

mailto:harro_sammy@hotmail.com
mailto:harro_sammy@hotmail.com
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The morningôs broadcast from Our Place was magnificent and held together very well by Geoff Morris and Sam 

Harrison and the technical skills of Peter Williams allowed it all to happen.  Chris Bolton greeted the guests whilst 

Anne Conway anchored the broadcast from our Reservoir Road studios.  A magnificent effort by all concerned and  

it was wonderful to be able to work with an organisation such as Our Place.   We have millions of photos ï (well 

quite a lot anyway) just a few of them are shown above.  There will shortly be a Montage display board in our 

studio. 

 

We have caught the bug ï there will be more Outside Broadcasts coming up!!!!!! 
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FUNDRAISER FOR PHOENIX FM AT THE STAR CINEMA  

 

 
 

 

A remarkable event is to take place on Saturday evening 

October 24th at the Star Cinema, Eaglehawk, when the 

Star and Phoenix FM combine for a fund-raising event 

like no other. 

  

On show will be two remarkable films: the first, a 

documentary film made in 1965, traces a journey 

through the Blue Ridge Mountains, Virginia, in search 

of musicians for a then forthcoming bluegrass music 

festival in Ashville, North Carolina. This film is filled 

with glorious mountain scenery and wonderful 

Appalachian Mountain music. 

  

The second film, "Song-catcher" is the only film to have 

returned successfully to the Star Cinema three times, 

such is its drawing power. "Song-catcher" tells the story 

of a song collector at the beginning of the twentieth 

century who goes up into the Appalachian Mountains 

and comes across people and music isolated there for a 

hundred years or more. 

  

In between these two fabulous films, the Star Cinema 

will be presenting a spectacular two-course Southern-

style meal whilst we are serenaded by the HardDrive 

Bluegrass Band, one of Australia's top traditional 

bluegrass bands. You don't have to know anything about 

bluegrass music at all to have a truly memorable night at 

The Star and join this exciting fund-raising event. 

  

The cost of this remarkable night is $40.00 and $30.00 

(concession) and this is inclusive of two films, a 

wonderful meal and the best bluegrass music you've 

ever heard. 

  

Bookings may be made by contacting the Star Cinema 

03 54 462025 and we can also answer queries on 

feedback@phoenixfm.org or by ringing our studio 

during on-air hours 54 441129. 

 
****************************************************************  

Application for Community Radio Broadcast License 
 

Over the last few weeks our Committee of Management have been working very hard in preparing our application 

for a Community Radio Broadcast Licence.  This is not a straightforward matter of simply filling in a form but a 

huge task compiling evidence of our ability to manage such a licence.  We have proved that we are up to the job but 

it is another matter putting all that down on paper ï but we are getting there.  The application must be in by 18 

October and at this stage we are on target to have it finished and safely in the hands of ACMA well ahead of time. 

  

Community Radio in Central Victoria has lost the battle to keep the high powered 89.5FM frequency for 

community radio. The 89.5FM frequency is to be handed over to the ABC for News Radio.  However the ACMA 

have made three new frequencies available which can be applied for by any interested parties AND WE SURE 

ARE INTERESTED!  We are excited about the possibility of broadcasting full time and we look forward to full 

time transmission.  We now have the infrastructure, volunteers and ability to broadcast  live 24/7. 

 

*************************************************  

mailto:feedback@phoenixfm.org
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 Meet our Presenters 
 

COLIN JAMES  

 

"Australia's Little Giant of Entertainment" 

A unique tag? But then, Colin James is unique... ask his many friends around 

Australia. They will all tell you that Colin James is quite different... not just 

because he performs on stage in his wheelchair, but because he has crammed 

more into his lifetime than most able-bodied people have. For example, Colin 

has... 

Å Had more than fifty years experience as an accomplished entertainer,TV 

performer, booking agent, promoter, radio presenter, freelance journalist, 

motivational public speaker and community worker. 

Å Appeared on TV programs on several occasions, including Good Morning 

Australia, Getaway and The Great Outdoors, together with many other 

television variety shows. 

Å Performed on stage in most States of Australia, including regular spots on the demanding Sydney club circuit and 

at the Sydney Opera House. He was also one of the featured artists invited to entertain at the Papal Welcome, 

staged at the Melbourne Cricket Ground in 1986.  

Å Won many talent awards including the national TV show, "New Faces", where he performed his own 

inspirational composition, "If I Can Do It, So Can You." 

Å On the International scene, performed at clubs in New Zealand and America (Honolulu, Nashville and 

Washington where, in 1988, he sang to an estimated crowd of more than 8000 at the Kiwanis Convention held in 

Seattle). 

Å Released fourteen top-selling cassette and CD albums. 

Å As a songwriter, penned more than 150 songs, many of which have been recorded by well-known artists, 

including "Nobody Else But Little Me," sung by Chad Morgan in the award winning Australian film, "Newsfront." 

Å Been awarded the title of J.P. (Justice of the Peace) and, in 1981, received the OAM (Medal of the Order of 

Australia) for services to the community.  

Å In the year 2000, been chosen to carry the flame as one of the torch bearers for the Olympic Games torch relay.  

Å Been support act for many top Australian and International country music artists, including Reg Lindsay, Eddie 

Low, Frank Ifield, Freddy Fender, plus the late Slim Dusty and Marty Robbins. 

Å As a darts player, won several trophies in open competition using the 'blowdarts' technique which involves 

blowing specially made darts through a piece of metal tubing. 

In addition:  

Colin was recognised in 1995 for his efforts as a campaigner for the rights of disabled people and his efforts in 

fund-raising, by the National Telstra Phonecard, 'Local Legends' promotion. Colin's photo (as Victorian winner) 

was featured on $5 phone cards... now considered highly prized collector's items. 

Despite his obvious physical limitations, brought about by the crippling disease of rheumatoid arthritis at the age of 

three, Colin has achieved all of the above - plus much more - through a positive, tireless determination to succeed, 

make the most of every minute in his life and triumph over any obstacle he encounters. 

Colin says, "it gives me great satisfaction to have people describe to me how they have appreciated the words of 
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some of my songs and poems. . . or how they have felt encouraged by "If I Can Do It So Can You". 

On stage, Colin is a spirited ball of energy. . . ad-libbing with the crowd, performing 'golden oldies' as well as 

monologues, plus his own material - you name it!! His infectious love of life shines through in everything he does, 

nothing daunts him. Venues as diverse as on the back of a semi-trailer, on stage at large reception centres and 

clubs, etc., are all greeted with lively enthusiasm.  

As a public speaker, Colin's message is both entertaining and motivational. He readily accepts the challenge of 

telling his story, interspersed with his songs, to people of all ages and walks of life as he travels to speak at clubs, 

schools, disability groups and even shopping centres. If his job is to capture the attention of his audience, he hasn't 

failed yet... failure is not a familiar word to Colin.  

In the year 2000, Colin completed yet another major project... the research, review, update and marketing of óThe 

Wheelie's Handbook of Australiaôé a guide to accessible accommodation and tourist attractions for people in 

wheelchairs. 

Married three times and now living alone once more (but he says, "I'm open to all offers"), Colin ôs personal life 

has been one of highs and lows. He returned to his old hometown of Bendigo in 2002, after 26 years living in 

Geelong, to be closer to his family and to resume his career in singing and entertainment. This includes his 

fortnightly country music programme on Phoenix FMé every second Monday between 8 and 10 p.m.  

Colin will continue living life to its fullest, earning himself such tags as Australia's Little Giant of Entertainment", 

the "dag in a bag" and "The Fastest Wheelie in the West", together with the latest one at the top of this biography. . 

. they're all appropriate for the man who says, "Even at my age (over 50) I have no intention of letting the grass 

grow under my wheels!" 

 

 

 

Community Broadcasting Association of Australia Awards 

 
Phoenix FM has submitted awards nominations for the first time.  We will know by 2 October if any of our 

nominations have reached the finals.  Of course we are up against the big guys who have much more in the way of 

resources and full time paid staff but you have to be in it to win it and some of our nominations were pretty strong.  

Unfortunately Anne put enormous work in but obviously didnôt quite read the instructions and submitted twelve 

nominations when the maximum number allowed was five.  Consequently the nominations judged to be the 

strongest and the ones that we actually had hard evidence of our claims (by way of CDôs of shows etc) were the 

five chosen to stay in.   We were hoping that we may have heard if we had any nominations in for the finals before 

this newsletter was released.  We have been told that finalists will be advised by 2 October ï so not long to wait 

now! 

 

This time next year we will be much more experienced so keep next yearôs awards in mind and record 

your programs if you feel they should be nominated for 2010. 
 

KEEP YOUR FINGERS CROSSED - EVEN A FINAL S NOMINATION WOULD BE FANTASTIC  

  

Phoenix FM ñComings and Goingsò 
 

We welcome three new members all of whom will be heard on the airwaves before too long (some 

already are presenting) Samuel Harvey, Clare Robinson, Christopher Gould.  All three are young people 

and it is wonderful to see our younger generation come on board with enthusiasm and commitment. 

. 

Farewells 

Tayla Bardsley and Haydn Geary (Youth Radio) are taking a break for a little while as they near the end 

of their school year.  Dr Hoon (also Youth Radio) is also taking a break and we hope to have Seph back 

with us before too long. 
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Sick List 

Peter Sheahan is recovering from a nasty fall which left him with a cut forehead and a very black eye.  

Peter tripped over a dog he was minding.  Fortunately Peter was patched up rather well by Bendigo 

Hospital Emergency and the paramedics. 

 

Dr Hoon (Seph) is not too well at the moment ï best wishes Seph, we are missing you. 

 

Floreenaôs knee operation went really well and she continues to maintain good health overall. 

*********************************  

Peter Sheahanôs Phoenix FM Fundraiser 

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Peter Sheahan held a fundraiser for Phoenix FM on Sunday 30 August at Bendigo RSL Club.  An 

amount of $400 was raised on the day which was very much appreciated.  There was quite a line up of 

artists on the day ï here are just some of them.  Floreena Forbes also performed but isnôt in the photos 

because she was the one taking the photos ï thank you Floreena! 

 

Top Row left to right:   Anne Conway, The Easy Rhythm Band (featuring Evelyn and Peter Sheahan), 

James Scott and Rich Bice, Second Row ï Kim Ritchie, Olive Bice and Nicole Harriage, McAlpines 

Fusiliers, Bottom Rowe:  The Finale complete with a ñwould beò choir-leader and Peter Williams. 


